
Spiritual Path Group
Every Tuesday
12 to 1 p.m. in the Chapel
Come share your experience, strength and hope as we 
all walk the path together. For more details contact 
Patty Bonney (pattybonney@hotmail.com). 

Front Porch Beautification
If you are interested in helping us to beautify our 
front porch, or if you would like to make a financial 
contribution to the project please contact our business 
manager, Cara Rothe at cara@uccportland.org.
Next week we will hang our summer flower baskets! 
Recovery in the House! 
Remember, we share our beautiful church space with 
several community recovery groups. These are the 
meetings open to the public:
Wednesday
• Sober First AA Meeting 7:00am-8:30am in the 

Fellowship Hall(Use Madison Door)
• Nooner SA 12:00pm-1:00pm in the Classroom
• Big Book Study 7:00pm-8:30pm in the Library 

(Use Madison Door)
Thursday
• Young People's Al-Anon 12:00pm-1:00pm in the 

Library

Non-binary flag on display

Have you noticed the different flag that has been 
displayed on our church building recently? You may 
have wondered what it is and where our rainbow flag 
went. During Pride season, we decided to expand our 
message of inclusion this year by putting up the “non-
binary” flag instead of the rainbow flag temporarily. 
The non-binary flag includes yellow--symbolizing 
gender outside a binary-- white, a mix of all colors, 
representing those with many or all genders--purple, 
for those who feel both binary male and female or fluid 
between them, and black-- for the agender community, 
without sexuality or color. We will be putting the 
rainbow flag up again shortly. 

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome Families
Welcome Families! Our nursery is open for children ages 
0 to 4. Children ages 4 to 12 are invited downstairs to our 
Story classroom for Wonders of Creation. 

Sermon series on First Congregational 
UCC's Covenant
Beginning with Rev. Avena Ward's sermon on June 30, 
the five commitments found in the church covenant are 
being explored in worship and preaching throughout 
July.  This Sunday, we focus on the commitment to 
grow in faith, learning and service. Revisiting (or 
discovering!) the church covenant is a great way to 
explore the three questions that guide the transition 
process at FCUCC:  Who are we? Who is our 
neighbor?  Who is God calling us to become? Here is 
First Congregational's covenant as found on the church 
website (under the "What We Believe" tab):

We covenant together to:
•  create a sacred space that is accessible and welcoming 

to everyone;
•  work for justice in our community and in our world;
•  express, in our living, a care for creation and a 

stewardship of all God’s resources;
•  nurture our relationships with one another through 

our listening and our caring;
•  grow in faith, learning and service.

Churchwide discussion on the FCUCC 
covenant: 
Sunday, July 28

As a follow-up to the sermon series on First 
Congregational UCC’s church covenant, the 
Transition Team invites YOU to come and offer 
your own feedback, reflection and questions on our 
congregational covenant in a special after-church 
gathering on Sunday, July 28.  How does our covenant 
resonate with you? Does it describe our church as it 
is now, as you hope it will become?  What’s missing?  



Come after worship, grab your coffee and refreshments, 
take a seat at a table and let’s talk together about what it 
means to be a covenantal community. If you’ve missed 
any of the sermons on the church covenant, consider 
catching up by watching the videos online 

www.uccportland.org/sermons

Free Parking Available Sunday 
Mornings
Did you know that you can park for free in the parking 
garage that served Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall, at 
1000 SW Broadway? Church attendees can park for 
free up to 1 p.m. but you must get your parking ticket 
validated by an usher. See an usher for the stamp! 

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS

Presentation by Susan Rogers on 
Immigrant Welcoming work at Rincon 
UCC in Tucson
Sunday, August 4
Susan Rogers, a member of our church is here for the 
summer and has a moving story to share regarding her 
involvement with immigrant families through Rincon 
Congregational UCC in Tucson Arizona. Susan will 
share her personal experiences with us on Sunday, 
August 4 during Fellowship Hour.  Come and learn 
what a sister church is doing to address this crisis.

Save the Date:  All Church Picnic on 
August 18!
Time: Following worship
Place: Peninsula Park, 700 N. Rosa Parks Way
Details forthcoming

LIFE IN OUR CHURCH

EXTENDING THE CHURCH LIBRARY
Church Council has approved an exciting expansion 
of our church library to include two locations with 
two different emphases. Sheldon Hurst, our Artreach 
Gallery Curator, and Paris Hancock, our Church 
Librarian are working on this project, which will feature 
a new Arts Library adjacent to the Fellowship Hall/
ArtReach Gallery.  It will include books on art, poetry, 
music, and film. A sizable gift of arts related books 
makes possible the expansion of these holdings, and 
it helps to define this part of our library. Making it 
adjacent to the ArtReach Gallery space will enhance 
our future work with the arts and our church’s public 

presence in the downtown Arts community. The room 
will continue to provide space for small group meetings.

The second collection—the remainder of our current 
library-- will reside upstairs in the room adjacent to the 
Sanctuary to the left of the Chancel (formerly known as 
the Minister’s Office).  It will include the books related 
to Theology, Spiritual Discipline and Guidance, Biblical 
Studies, World Religions, Social Justice, Novels, and 
Children’s Books.  We will name this library after Evelyn 
Murray, a portion of whose bequest will be used to 
renovate the room. This library will also provide space 
for small group meetings and chairs for reading and 
meditation in one of church’s most beautiful and under-
used spaces.  We hope it will become a space for folks to 
read and relax prior to worship.

Our church’s life continues to grow in a deeper 
commitment to work in the areas of the Arts, 
Spirituality and Justice-seeking.  Including these 
emphases in our library collections will provide 
resources and encouragement to this work. As is true 
now, certain books will be for circulation while others 
will be for reference and study in the library itself.

Plans for moving and adjusting the two spaces will 
begin on July 25, with a goal of having things in place 
by September.  If you are interested in assisting in this 
process, please contact our Church Librarian Paris 
Hancock.

Do you take photos?
A new project in the Hospitality Core Ministry is to 
create some posters that show what we do as a church 
family--and for this, we need pictures.
If you have any high resolution photos from events or 
gatherings of the last few months, or if you take pictures 
of upcoming events, would you please send your best 
efforts to Andre at communications@uccportland.org.
And in the Fall, look for posters in our stairwells leading 
upstairs to the sanctuary!

Got Questions? Meet with a Transition 
Team Member!
Our Transition Team is underway and wants to hear 
from you!  One or two members of the Transition Team 
will be making themselves available to talk to people 
in a confidential setting after worship on the following 
Sundays: July 21, August 4, August 18 and August 25. 
Look for your friendly Transition Team member(s) 
in the upper right corner of the sanctuary following 
worship. The Transition Team includes: Joanne 
Albertsen, Frank Baldwin, Julie Blanchard, Bill Cunitz, 
and Ted Heid.


